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ap p li ca tio n of other farm programs. Accordingly, the
L e g islature a c t e d ... enacted LB 200 in 1997 to extend the 
authority of the N e b r a s k a  F arm M e d i a t i o n  P r o g r a m  to provide 
media t i o n  in th ese cases. M e d i a t i o n  is a v o l u n t a r y  process
where the n a m e s ... w h e r e  the parti es m eet in f o r m a l l y  w ith a 
neutral third p a r t y  t r a i n e d  in d i s p u t e  resolution. It is 
voluntary in that n e i t h e r  pa r t y  is o b l i g a t e d  to submit to 
mediation, and only mut u a l l y  agreed r e sults are binding. By 
par t i c i p a t i n g  in mediation, the p a r t y  does n ot forfeit 
ad m i nistrative due p r o cess available under f e der al  farm programs 
to appeal adverse age n c y  decisions, or f o r f e i t  the right to 
appeal to the courts. M e d i a t i o n  does, however, p r o v id e an 
alternative wh i c h  is less confrontational, and sometimes more 
conducive to n e g o t i a t i o n  t han a l i t i g at io n s e tting or formal 
ad m i nistrative hearing. Un d e r  th e  m e d i a t i o n  program, the 
De p a rtment of A g r i c u l t u r e  contracts w i t h  i n d ividuals and 
organiz at ion s to p r o v i d e  m e d i a t i o n  services, and establishes 
standards of m e d i a t o r  qualifications. Th e  de p a r t m e n t  also
contracts for and pro v i d e s  referral s e r v i c e  to legal and 
financial a s s i stance to h e l p  borro w e r s  an d  U S D A  program 
p ar ti cip an ts p r e p a r e  for mediation. C o s t s  of the p r o g r a m  are 
r e i m bursed up to 70 p e r c e n t  by USDA. Th e  state match is
provided, in part, t h r o u g h  fees as s e s s e d  to the mediating 
parties, and some G e n e r a l  Funds. As introduced, LB 912 would 
m ake the f o l l o w i n g  changes. First, th e  bill wo u l d  extend
a uthority to the d e p a r t m e n t  to offer m e d i a t i o n  in U SDA farm 
p r ogram disputes, and, currently, m e d i a t i o n  is p r o v i d e d  only 
after an adverse d e c i s i o n  has been reached. This woul d allow 
m edia t i o n  i n t e r v e n t i o n  at earlier stages to h e l p  resolve farm 
p r ogram elig i b i l i t y  an d  a p p lication of f a r m  p r o g r a m  rules. 
Secondly, the bill extends the sunset d a t e  of t he p r o g r a m  from 
the current sunset d a t e  of June 30, 2003, to June 30, 2009. The 
committee a m e n dments w ill strike the first p a r t  of the bill and 
leave only the e x t e n s i o n  of the sunset date. I will discuss 
that p u rpose in o p e n i n g  on the committee amendments. The bill 
was h e a r d  befo r e  the Ag Commi t t e e  on J a n u a r y  22nd; advanced 
without di s s e n t i n g  vote. I move the a d v a n c e m e n t  of LB 912. 
Thank you.

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Senator Dierks, y o u ' r e  re c o g n i z e d  to open
on the co mm ittee a m e n d m e n t s .

11634


